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I Peter
From Bible Companion by Lawrence Richards, Cook Communications, 2004, p. 876

Early tradition tells us that the Apostle Peter wrote this letter from “Babylon” (thought to be a Christian code for ‘Rome,’” He had 
been the leading disciple during Christ’s life on earth and took the lead in the emerging church in Jerusalem and Judea. His later 
years were spent in evangelistic travel with a special focus on reaching members of the worldwide Jewish community for Christ. 
Tradition tells us that both Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome in the mid to late A.D.60’s

The church’s expansion through the Roman Empire grew explosively in numbers. Christian were increasingly viewed as a distinct
people – and were seriously misunderstood.

Their allegiance to Christ kept them from participating in worship of the Emperor and state gods, thus viewed as not 
patriotic. 

Their strict morality, private meetings for worship, all engendered suspicion, rumors and growing hostility. Jewish 
Christians were often slandered by their old communities and Gentile Christians by their old companions. 

In various parts of the empire official persecution developed, to the extent that in some places individuals were 
executed merely for admitting that they worshiped Jesus Christ. 

Against this aforementioned background, Peter writes a warmly pastoral letter. Understanding their struggle he speaks 
encouragingly of the hope that will sustain them. He reminds the scattered communities of believers to which this letter is 
addressed, that living in pagan society calls for humility and submission.



I Peter
From Ryrie, C.C. Ryrie Study Bible, Moody Press, Chicago.1994. p. 1909

Author: Peter Date 63-64 AD

- Letter is addressed to “strangers… Scattered” or literally, the “sojourners of the dispersion” (1:1) 
referring to Christians who were scattered throughout the world.

-Readers of this epistle were predominately Gentiles rather than Jews (1:4; 2:9;-10; 4:3-4)

- Sufferings referred to in this epistle are those that often come to Christians as they live faithfully in a 
pagan and hostile society. Persecution took the forms of slander, riots, local police action, and social 
ostracism. 

Circumstances of Writing

- Confirmation that Apostle Peter wrote this epistle (1:1) is made by the many similarities between this 
letter and Peter’s sermons recorded in Acts (1:20, Acts 2:23; 4:5; and 10:42); the same Silas who 
accompanied Paul on his 2nd missionary journey was his amanuensis (secretary) (5:12; Acts 15:40)

- Babylon (Rome) was the place of writing (5:13) The name Babylon was used to avoid trouble with the 
Roman authorities. 

Written  just before the outbreak of Nero’s persecution in AD 64. Peter was martyred about 67. 



I Peter
From Isbouts, J-P.,  National Geographic, “The Most Influential Figures in the New Testament,” Special Edition. 
Washington, D.C. p. 82

- The arrest of John the Baptist left his movement in disarray. It is about this time that Simon,  
Andrew’s brother and Philip gravitated to Jesus, their new teacher. These 3 disciples were 
from the North, a north town, Bethsaida in Gaulanitis, under the jurisdiction of the tetrarch 
Philip. 

- When Jesus’ followers moved to Capernaum, Matthew writes that Simon’s mother-in-law 
had a house where she lay sick with a fever. Jesus healed her and the house became the base 
of Jesus’ ministry. 

-One day, Simon looked for Jesus and found him absorbed in prayer when he told Jesus that 
people were looking for him. Jesus replied, "Let us go into the neighboring towns, so that I 
may proclaim the message there also.” Thus launched the ministry of Jesus in Galilee. At this 
time it became clear that Simon would become Jesus’ first Apostle. Per John’s gospel, Jesus 
tells Simon, “you are to be called Cephas,” a transliteration of the Aramaic word Kefa, which 
means “stone” or “rock.” In Christian literature it is translated, Petros, or Peter. 

- Jesus later told Peter, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.” (Matt 16:17-18



I Peter
From: Miller, M.S. & J.L. Harper’s Bible Dictionary. Harper & Brothers. New York. P. 541-543.

- Peter is the only person in the Bible bearing his name.  Known by 4 names in the New Testament: 
Peter, 124 times; Simon, 16 times; Symeon, once; Cephas 9 times. Simon and Peter appear together 27 
times. 

- Symeon & Cephas are semetic in origin. Simon & Peter are Greek. John 1:42 indicates Simon was his 
surname. Cephas is Aramaic ~ “Petros”/rock. Symbolic of Peter’s strong Character. When Peter 
displayed weakness, Jesus addressed him by his old surname rather than the name that meant 
“rock”(Lu 22:31, Mk 14:37, Jn 21:15-17)

- His father’s name was Jona, Jonas, or John (Mat 16:17, Jn 1:42, 21:15-17). His mother was 
unidentified. From Bethsaida, a fishing village near Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee . Peter was 
married (I Cor 9:5). His mother-in-law and Andrew lived with him. 

-Peter declared Christ’s Messiahship to the other disciples  (Mat16:13-16; Mk 8:27-29; Lk 9:18-20). 
Outspoken in loyalty (Jn 6:66-69). After crucifixion, Peter led in investigation of the women’s testimony 
of the open tomb.(Jn 20:2). He was first to open the doors of the church to Gentiles. Participated in the 
first Jerusalem congress establishing membership rules for the growing church. 



I Peter
Protestant scholars do not support the view that Peter, the man, was the rock on which the 
Church was built (Mt 16:16-20). The words of Peter in Matt 16:18 do not supply a basis for 
the claims of the Roman Catholic hierarchy to a custody of temporal power proceeding from 
Peter as its first “pope.” These Mattewan facets of the incidents of Peter holding the “keys of 
the kingdom…” are not recorded in the earlier Marcan account of the Caesarea confession 
(Mark 8:27-30) Christ’s words here are unclear as to the Greek Petros/petra, are not identical 
so whether Christ knew Peter had the personality to give the church permanence and 
resistance to evil, or Peter’s faith was the rock-like element upon which Christ could build his 
fellowship of people??  Peter was well known in Rome (Col 4:10, I Pet 5:13), in Antioch and 
surrounding areas. He was the type of person who made and spread the news. 

-The narrative of Peter’s travels ends in Acts 12. There is an Apocrypha that bears his name, 
“The Gospel of Peter, the Apocalypse of Peter, The Epistle of Peter to James, The Preaching of 
Peter, etc. “

-Peter was martyred about the same time as Paul in Rome under Nero A.D. 67-8,  crucified 
“downward; not otherwise” at his own request. 



I Peter
Theological outline of Peter

I.  Living in hope III. Living with suffering unjustly (3:8-
4:19)

Hope and holiness (1:3-2:12) God’s supervision (3:8-13)
God’s salvation (1:3-12) Suffering for doing Good (3:14-17)
Our lifestyle (1:13-2:12) Christ’s example (3:18-22)

Hope and holiness (1:13-16) Abandoning the Old Life (4:1-6) 
Reverence (1:17-21) Call to the New Life (4:7-11)
Love (1:22-25) Consolations in suffering (4:12-19)
Quest for maturity (2:1-12)

II. Living in submission to others (2:13-3:7) IV. Final exhortations ( 5:1-11)
To rulers (2:13-17 To Elders (5:1-4)
To masters (2:18-19) To younger (5:5-9)
Christ’s example (2:20-25) A doxology (5:10-11)
In marriage (3:1-7)

Final Greeting (5:12-14)



I Peter
From: Miller, M.S. & J.L. Harper’s Bible Dictionary. Harper & Brothers. New York. P. 542-543.

I Peter is addressed to Christians living in the 5 Roman provinces of Asia Minor north of the 
Taurus Range.

- The Key idea of this epistle is HOPE.  But he also points out the responsibility of living 
worthy of this Christian hope. He lays constant stress on reverently submitting to the will of 
God and living blameless and peaceable lives. 

Called Petrine writings. And Petrine theory of authorship of this epistle. Thus written 64-65

Some controversy exists on authorship due to some of the parallels of I Peter and the writings 
of Paul, especially in Romans. Silvanus (Silas) who was intimate with both Peter and Paul has 
been considered a possible author of the Epistle (5:12). Originally Silas was an outstanding 
member of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:22), then a traveling companion of Paul and finally 
the amanuensis for Peter. Thus he was in a position to understand the 2 streams of Christian 
witness and to blend them in this General Epistle. Some scholars believe a Roman Christian, 
more concerned for the acceptance of his message that the perpetuation of his name, may 
have written this Epistle under that name of Peter, using excellent Greek, quotations from the 
LXX rather than from the Hebrew scriptures, and reference to the well-established eldership 
in the church. 



I Peter

- Persecution referred to in the Epistle (4:12-29, 5:9) seems to have been Empire-wide, 
certainly extending to Asia Minor. The outrages against Christians under Domitian (A.D.81-96) 
fit the background of the Epistle. This consideration indicates that the Epistle was written c. 
A.D.96. 



I Peter
From Isbouts, J-P.,  National Geographic, “The Most Influential Figures in the New 
Testament,” Special Edition. Washington, D.C. p. 92-93



I Peter
- In the salutation to “strangers”

1:1 - To those settled in a town/region without becoming permanent residents. The 
readers, whose true citizenship was in heaven, are viewed as temporary residents 
of the provinces of Asia Minor. 

:2 – Father…Spirit…Christ – an early formulation of the doctrine of the Trinity. 



Next week

August 11 @ 1pm

We will start with I Peter 1:10


